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4 APRIL 2025

New data reveals North West as hotspot for families hit by two-child
limit on benefits

More than a third of the 30 English constituencies with the highest percentage of households
hit by the two-child limit are in the North West region, new data shows.

The North West features 11 times in the list of the hardest hit 30 constituencies, which is the
highest proportion of all regions. At least 1 in 5 children and their families are impacted by the
policy in these constituencies.

Salford (26.4%), Bolton South and Walkden (25%) and Gorton and Denton (24.9%) have some of
the highest percentages of children affected by the two-child limit in England. The data also shows
a strong correlation between the two-child limit and areas with high rates of child poverty.

New local data, obtained by the End Child Poverty Coalition, of which Manchester-based nonprofit
Resolve Poverty is a steering group member, shows that over a third of the 30 English
constituencies with the highest percentage of affected children are in the North West region.

This Sunday will mark eight years since the two-child limit came into force. The policy affects
families entitled to benefits who have had a third or subsequent child after 6 April 2017, denying
them £3,514 per year per child compared with families who have a third or subsequent child born
before that date.

Research suggests that scrapping the two-child limit is the most cost-effective way of addressing
child poverty. Ending the policy would lift 300,000 children directly out of poverty.

The new data also shows how much money each constituency could gain if the limit was scrapped.
For example, Liverpool Riverside, ranked the most deprived constituency in England, could gain
£5.2 million annually.
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Table one: the top 30 constituencies in England with the highest proportion of children impacted by the
two-child limit

2022/23 % of % of children Economic benefit of
all childrenin impacted by the scrapping 2CL to

Constituency poverty 2CL constituency (Em)

Hackney North and Stoke

Newington 41% 32.94 19.2

Leeds South 44% 27.54 9.4

Birmingham Ladywood 55% 27.00 16.1

Salford 45% 26.44 8.7

Birmingham Perry Barr 53% 25.20 10.8

Bolton South and Walkden 49% 24.99 10.1

Birmingham Hodge Hill and Solihull

North 51% 24.94 12.9

Birmingham Yardley 53% 24.90 10.8

Gorton and Denton 48% 24.90 8.5

Walsall and Bloxwich 49% 24.81 10.5

Blackley and Middleton South 51% 24.34 9.3

Bradford East 40% 23.73 11.0

Tottenham 44% 22.87 11.9

Bradford West 41% 22.84 10.3

Birmingham Erdington 49% 22.29 9.5

Dewsbury and Batley 32% 22.22 7.2

Middlesbrough and Thornaby East  43% 22.06 7.5

Bethnal Green and Stepney 51% 22.06 8.8

Birmingham Hall Green and Moseley 55% 21.90 9.5

Blackburn 52% 21.45 8.2

Oldham West, Chadderton and

Royton 54% 21.34 8.2

Burnley 46% 21.20 6.5

Manchester Central 51% 21.14 7.6

Wolverhampton South East 50% 21.03 8.7

Bury South 40% 20.75 8.4

Manchester Rusholme 53% 20.64 6.8

Liverpool Riverside 47% 20.36 5.2

Sheffield Brightside and

Hillsborough 43% 20.33 8.5

Leicester West 35% 20.22 8.2

Stoke-on-Trent Central 50% 20.09 6.3
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Graham Whitham, Chief Executive of Resolve Poverty said:

“The two-child limit is having an extremely damaging effect in the North West, with this new
research indicating that more than 1 in 5 babies and children in several constituencies in our
region are directly impacted by this policy. It’s not right that children with two or more siblings are
more likely to be growing up in poverty.

“This policy forces parents into horrible choices and denies families the support they need from
our social security system. Abolishing it would immediately lift 300,000 children out of poverty
across the country and help our children to thrive.

“It would also benefit constituencies with a boost to their local economies of millions of pounds.
Investment in the social security system is the route to achieving growth and addressing poverty —
not the death spiral created by cuts and cruel policies.”

Rosie, a mum to three children in the North West said:

“l am a single parent to three children. My youngest was born in May 2017 — so we were one of the
first families to be hit by the two-child limit. This policy had a huge impact on our family. | had to
put my 3-month-old son into childcare so that | could go and wash pots in order to pay for
essentials. | often had to choose between paying for new clothes for my children or paying the gas
and electricity bill. | had to take out loans to be able to afford food.

“Today, | am still impacted by this policy psychologically. My children have even said that they
don’t want kids of their own because they have seen me struggle.”

Joseph Howes, CEO of Buttle UK and Chair of the End Child Poverty Coalition said:

“The two-child limit is a cruel policy that pulls families from the North West, and around the UK
into poverty — it has to go. The benefits to doing this are clear, it lifts hundreds of thousands of
children out of poverty and provides an economic boost to local communities. The government
must include scrapping this policy as part of their Child Poverty Strategy. For families impacted,
the clock is ticking, we need action.”

Ends
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Notes to editor:

Media contact
Graham Whitham, CEO, 07917 644435, graham@resolvepoverty.org
Hollie Griss, Communications and Media Officer, 07561 853933, hollie@resolvepoverty.org

Who are the End Child Poverty Coalition?

The End Child Poverty coalition (www.endchildpoverty.org.uk) is made up of over 130
organisations from civic society including children’s charities, child welfare organisations, social
justice groups, faith groups, trade unions and others, united in our vision of a UK free of child
poverty. Members include Child Poverty Action Group, The Children’s Society, Buttle UK,
Gingerbread, Oxfam GB, Action for Children, Trade Unions Congress, Save the Children, and the
National Children’s Bureau.

You can get in touch with the coalition by emailing rachel@endchildpoverty.org.uk or on 07918
567577.

Who are Resolve Poverty?

Resolve Poverty is an independent, not-for-profit organisation working with local authorities and
partners across the country to see an end to poverty. We believe in the power of places to boost
living standards and create communities where everyone can thrive.

Resolve Poverty provides leading guidance and support to local and regional stakeholders to
develop powerful strategic, policy and practical responses to poverty.

Work includes:

e | ocal anti-poverty strategies: good practice and effective approaches

e Socio-economic duty: adoption and implementation

e Greater Manchester Living Wage Campaign

e Money Advice Referral Tools, supporting people to access advice and maximise their
income

e Money Matters programme, providing debt and benefit advice in schools

e Fortnightly newsletters

Further information can be found by visiting resolvepoverty.org
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