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Greater Manchester Poverty Action responds to HBAI statistics

The DWP has today released its Households Below Average Income statistics, which show that child
poverty has reached a record high — with 4.3 million children in the UK now below the poverty line.

This figure is up from 3.6 million in 2010-11 and means 3 in 10 children in the UK are now living in
poverty. 69% of these live in a working household.

Overall, the new figures show that 900,000 more people were living in relative poverty in the UK in
2022/23 than in 2020/21 - and the number of people at risk of or unable to afford enough food has leapt
from 4.7 million to 7.2 million in one year.

Graham Whitham, CEO at Greater Manchester Poverty Action said: “These figures clearly show that not
enough is being done to bring people out of poverty. It is disgraceful that more than 1in 5 people are
living in poverty, and this month’s Budget didn’t offer any concrete solutions on cutting this number.

“The UK government currently has no plan or strategy to address poverty — this is unacceptable. We need
see real policy change that protects and supports low-income households, such as permanent,
ring-fenced funding for local welfare assistance, an Essentials Guarantee in Universal Credit and an end to
the cruel two-child limit on benefits.

“At a local level, we urge employers to pay the real Living Wage — which reflects the cost-of-living in a way
that the government’s statutory minimum doesn’t — and encourage local authorities to develop their own
anti-poverty strategies, as well as to use the Household Support Fund to give families money rather than
in-kind support like food parcels and energy vouchers.

“As the cost-of-living crisis prevails, we urgently need to see robust responses to rising poverty that
enable people up and down the country to thrive, not just survive.”
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Notes to editor:

Greater Manchester Poverty Action (GMPA) is a recognised leader on poverty in the UK and exists to end
poverty in Greater Manchester and beyond.

We deliver independent, evidence-based activities to address socio-economic disadvantage. These focus
on maximising the financial resources available to households, amplifying the voices of people with lived
experience, and working with our network to achieve meaningful change.

Work includes:

e Local anti-poverty strategies: good practice and effective approaches

e Greater Manchester Living Wage Campaign

e Money Advice Referral Tools, supporting people to access advice and maximise their income
e Money Matters programme, providing debt and benefit advice in schools

e Fortnightly newsletters

Further information can be found by visiting https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/.

Media contact: Hollie Griss, hollie@gmpovertyaction.org, 07561 853933.
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